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STATE CENSORSHIP

The laws of Maryland as to censorship of motion pictures are considered a proper
exercise of prior restraints upon expression, and not an unconstitutional abridgement pf free
speech and free press guaranteed by the First and Fourteenth Amendments to the Constitution.

Motion pictures are a significant medium for the communication of ideas. They may
affect public attitudes and behavior in a variety of ways, ranging from direct espousal of a
political or social doctrine to a subtle shaping of thought which characterizes all artistic
expression. As an organ of public opinion, the importance of motion pictures is not lessened
by the fact that they entertain as well as inform. The line between entertaining and informing
is too elusive for the absolute protection of the basic right to a free press.

The Supreme Court (Burstyn v Wilson # 522, May 26, 1952) has held that constitu-
tional guarantees do not authorize absolute freedom to exhibit every motion picture of every
kind at all times and at all places. g

In keeping with Court decisions, the General Assembly of Maryland at its 1955 Session
mo.dllﬁed the law and by virtue of Article 66A of the Annotated Code of Maryland, 1951
Edition, Chapter 201, effective June 1, 1955, the law presently provides:

“6. (a) The Board shall examine or supervise the examination of all films
or views to be exhibited or used in the State of Maryland and shall approve and
license such films or views which are moral and proper, and shall disapprove such
as are obscene, or such as tend, in the judgment of the Board, to debase or corrupt
morals or incite to crimes. All ilms exclusively portraying current events or pictorial
news of the day, commonly called news reels, may be exhibited without examination
and no license or fees shall he required therefor.

(b) For the purposes of this Article, a motion picture film or view shall be
considered to be obscene if, when considered as a whole, its calculated purpose or
dominant effect is substantially to arouse sexual desires, and if the probability of
this effect is so great as to outweigh whatever other merits the film may possess.

(c) For the purposes of this Article, a motion picture film or view shall be
considered to be of such a character that its exhibition would tend to debase or
corrupt morals if its dominant purpose or effect is erotic or pornographic; or if it
portrays acts of sexual immorality, lust or lewdness, or if it expressly or impliedly
presents such acts as desirable, acceptable or proper patterns of behavior.

(d) For the purposes of this Article, a motion picture film or view shall be
considered of such a character that its exhibition would tend to incite to crime if
the theme or the manner of its presentation presents the commission of criminal
acts or contempt for law as constituting profitable, desirable, acceptable, respectable
or commonly accepted behavior, or if it advocates or teaches the use of, or ghe
methods of use of, naicotics or habit-forming drugs.”

Our statute establishes standards as will prevent the showing of motion pictures
creating 2 clear and present danger to the moral well-being of the people of the State. Such
standards do not disregard the requirement for definiteness as the basis of proscriptions and
legal sanctions for their disobedience.

CONCLUSION

The Board expresses its appreciation to your Excellency for your sincere support and
cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,
C. MorTON GOLDSTEIN. Chatrman
Mavupe B. DORRANCE, Vice-Charrnian

WALTER S. RINGLER, Secrezary
August 31, 1955.



MARYLAND STATE BOARD OF MOTION PICTURE CENSORS
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1955

RECEIPTS
FEES:
Original Reels-16 MM (113,081 ft.) ... 564.00
Original Reels-35 MM (5,944,780 ft.) . $14,294.00
$14,85R.00
Duplicate Reels-35 MM (50,037,638 ft.) $56,727.00
Duplicate Reels-16 MM
$56,7217.00
Sale of Substitute Seals (2,299). ... 2,299.00
$73,884.00
Deposited to Credit of State Treasurer.. ... $73,884.00
EXPENSES
SALARIES:
Board Members ... $ 9,300.24
Other Employees ..o 40,122.80 $49,423.04
OTHER EXPENSES:
Communication ... $  790.38
Contractural Services, Office.. - . 91.32
Light, Heat, Power and Water.... . .. .89
Brintinggrmees.. . ST 1 115.00
Office Supplies ... 995.53
Office Equipment ... . 40.00
Insurance ... 32.50
Office Rent ... .| 6,999.96
. Film Approval Seals. ... 2,5690.00
RCA Inspection Service. ST 329.16
Court Costs LR R R 177.20
Motion Picture Machine Supplies oy 128.28
Motion Picture Equipment............. ... 3,431.48
Traveling .. v e 1,083.86
Motor Vehicle Operation and Maintenance... 738.93
17,494.49
——— $66,917.53
BUDGET ACCOUNT (Per Comptroller)
Appropriations, 1955 ... $68,912.00
—  $68,912.00
Less Reversion to Reserve Fund....... ... ... 1,994.47

General Fund Disbursement....... ...

———  $66,917.53
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